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tion hcreinaftegdxre&edto be made shall have taken place, shall be recorded by the clerk of Balti-

& 5w

more County.court, and shall for ever be deemed and taken to be a public highway, and be kept in

repair as other public roads in said county, -

“III.AND BE IT ENACTED, That the said commissioners, or a majority of them, shall ascertaia
and value what damages may be sustained by any person or persons through whose land the said
road shall pass, taking into consideration the advantages and disadvantages, if any, and the same,
when so assessed, shall be paid, or secured to be paid, by the person or persons who may apply to
have the said road laid-out, streightened and amended as aforesaid, to the person or persous entitled

- .

to receive the same, before he or they shall proceed to open the said road.

IV, AND BE IT ENACTED, ‘That if any person or persons through whose lands the said road shall
pass, .oT his, her or their guardian or truscee, shall conceive himself, herself or themselves aggrieved,
by such valuation and assessment of damages by the said commissioners respectively, it shall and may
be lawful for any justice of the_ peace, on his, her or their application, to issu¢ his warrant, under
his hand and seal, dire@ed to the sheriff of the county, commanding him to sfmmon twelve disinte-

rested men, qualified by law to serve-as jurors in the county court, to meet upon the premises on a

certain day, of which six days notice at least shall be given to the party or parties interested, and
the said jurors,- when so’ met, and having each first taken an oath before some justice of the pease,
that_he ‘will, without favour, affeQion, prejudice or partiality, assess the damages sustained by the
person.or persons at whose request such 1oquisition shall be taken, by reason of ‘opening the afore-
said road through his, her or their land, shall thereupon proceed to assess and value the damages
.accordingly, taking into consideration the advantages and disadvantages, if any, and such inquisition
and valuation shall be final and conclusive between the parties respeClively ; provided, that the said
road shall not be opened through the buildings, gardens, yards or orchards, of any person, without
- his or her consent. .- o - , -
A T .. CH A P LVI. :

An ACT. for the benefit of Robert Williams, a free black man, and
o == of his wife and children. " |

HEREAS it is represented to, this genera] assembly, by the petition of Sae, or Susanaah,
Williams, that she is the wife of Robert Williams, of Anne-Arundel county, 2 free black

man, by whom she had the following children, to wit: Susan, George, Dinah, Casar, Rachel and
William, that her husband, the said Robert Williams, previous to the birth of the said children,
and with an intention of freeing her, purchased her from John Galloway, who executed a bill of sale
to the said Robert Williams, in lieu of making a deed of mannmission, by which, instead of her be-
ing free, she. became his slave, and therefore his children also are now his slaves : And whereas it
is further, represented, that the said Robert Williams has been deprived of his understanding, and
found, under process from the chancery court,. to be a lunatic, and of course incapable of executing
a deed of manumission ; and, for as much’ as in the gvent of his death, without being restored to
his senses, his wife and children might be sold as slaves for the benefit of others, they have prayed
a law_may pass directing. the mode by. which they may be freed ; and t%iz&s appearing true, and

the prayer reasonable, therefore,

i BEIT »Equfz«b,v.‘by the General dssembly of Maryland, That it shall and niay be lawful for the
chancellor. of this. state to executs a deed for the emancipatian and freeing the said Suve, or Susan-

nah, Williams, and the childfer aforesaid, and such other children as the said Robert Williams may

have, and which shall appear to the chancellor, in point of law, to be his slaves, such deed of eman-

* cipation to take effet at the time prescribed therein, and in every other respefl to have the same
effeét and -operation, to every intent and purpose, as a déed of emancipation would have had if re-
gularly executed, acknowledged and recorded,. by the said Robert Williams, while 5 momtis, the
deed g0 to be executed by the chancellor shall be recorded amengst the land records Anne-Aréin:

dgg.ccgumy,: within six months from its date, any law to the centmryﬂmtwixhuandi‘ag.
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A Supplement to the a&, entitled, An a& to lay out and make a
 public road from the Black House, i Harford county, to iaterse&
X7 HEREAS Thomas Potest, of Hatford county, by his petition to chis legislature hath set

st that, thé road in the said original & mentioned, was id out throngh 3 well timbered
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